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“Object of her Affection”  
at Los Angeles Exchange [LAX] 

Festival, 6th Ed. 
September 27—October 13, 2018 

 
 

 
Marsian De Lellis performs Object of Her Affection, photo Rafael Hernandez 
 
 

LOS ANGELES, CA (Sept 6, 2018) - Object of Her 
Affection is a solo object and puppet-based performance 
art piece centered on a woman, who in her search for true 
love develops intimate relationships with inanimate 
objects.  
 
Created by Marsian De Lellis, and developed with director, Michele Spears, this unconventional 
love story explores the synesthetic relationship between objects and personalities, and ways 
that objects can occupy more than one meaning at any given time.  There will be twelve 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6us5hfcd1ux74xo/Rafael-Hernandez-4800x2700.jpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6us5hfcd1ux74xo/Rafael-Hernandez-4800x2700.jpg?dl=0
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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performances over three weekends from September 27th to October 13th at Automata as part 
of Los Angeles Exchange [LAX] Festival, 6th Ed., produced by Los Angeles Performance 
Practice. 
 

 
Marsian De Lellis performs Object of Her Affection, photo: Rafael Hernandez 

Performance Times 
 
Thursday, September 27 at 8:00PM 
Friday, September 28 at 8:00PM 
Saturday, September 29 at 8:00PM 
Sunday, September 30 at 7:00PM 
 
Thursday, October 4 at 8:00PM 
Friday, October 5 at 8:00PM 
Saturday, October 6 at 8:00PM 
Sunday, October 7 at 7:00PM 
 
Wednesday, October 10 at 8:00PM 
Thursday, October 11 at 8:00PM 
Friday, October 12 at 8:00PM 
Saturday, October 13 at 8:00PM 

Location 
Automata 
504 Chung King Court 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ttyfrzn3utppyqv/IMG_3254-34-Rafael-Hernandez-3861x2574.jpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ttyfrzn3utppyqv/IMG_3254-34-Rafael-Hernandez-3861x2574.jpg?dl=0
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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Los Angeles, CA 90012 
www.automata-la.org 
 
Automata is a performance gallery dedicated to the creation, incubation, and presentation of 
experimental puppet theater, film, and other contemporary art practices centered on ideas of 
artifice and performing objects located in the Chinatown Arts district of Los Angeles. (more)   

Tickets  
Tickets are available through Los Angeles Exchange [LAX] Festival. Los Angeles Performance 
Practice, presents contemporary performance by artists whose work advances and challenges 
multi-disciplinary practices. This year their LAX Festival presents the works of L.A.-based artists 
in dialogue with artists from Philadelphia. (Read More) 

The Story 
 
Object of Her Affection follows the emotional journey of protagonist, Andrea Lowe, after she has 
mysteriously fallen from a building. In her final moments, she reflects on her meaningful 
relationships starting with her first love, a baby’s blanket. As an adolescent, she loses her 
virginity to a bad-boy hunting rifle and subsequently becomes infatuated with a controversial 
wall.  As Andrea evolves, so do her desires. In adulthood, she forms doomed relationships with 
monumental structures: a high-profile statue, tragic twin skyscrapers, and a bridge who cheats. 
Each of these relationships has a profound effect, shaping Andrea’s views on life and love. 
Finally, she finds solace in Roy, a crumbling tenement who ultimately fails her.  
 

The Performance 
 
Object of Her Affection is a visual narrative about human beings (flesh and blood) developing 
intimate relationships with inanimate things and the universal development and loss of 
relationships we encounter on our journey through life. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.automata-la.org
http://www.automata-la.org
https://red.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?e=6c3e5584a51fe8178bcee3fb46452058&t=tix
https://performancepractice.la/festival/
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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Marsian De Lellis performing Object of Her Affection, Photo: Steve Gunther / REDCAT 
 

 
 
“The piece, which questions on a cosmic level our artificial 
divide between the animate and the inanimate, has the 
appealing, droll humor and structural unity of a David 
Sedaris story.” 
 

 – LA Weekly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jvpdkscpen6hql2/Steve-Gunther_20140730_0863-hi.jpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jvpdkscpen6hql2/Steve-Gunther_20140730_0863-hi.jpg?dl=0
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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Marsian De Lellis, creator in their work studio, 2016, photo: William Short 

Creative Team 
 
Marsian De Lellis (writer, performer, creator) is an interdisciplinary artist who combines 
sculpture, objects, installation, performance and handmade spectacles to memorialize 
obsessional lives. Their work celebrates stories of unconventional people whose private manias 
become public fodder for tabloids and reality television.  
 
Michele Spears (director) is a director/choreographer, performer, theatre producer, and arts 
educator. Her work has been recognized with New York Nightlife, L.A. Weekly, Saturn, UNIMA, 
Stagescene L.A., Dramalogue, and Santa Barbara Independent Awards, as well as American 
Choreographers Award  and Ovation Award nominations. 
 
Andrew Schmedake (Lighting designer) is a lighting designer for theater, dance and live 
events. His career has ranged from opera and ballet to cruise ships, haunted houses and 
immersive theater. Presently, Andrew lives in Los Angeles and lectures at UC Santa Barbara. 
He earned his MFA in Lighting Design from Carnegie Mellon University. 
 
Becca Kessin (sound designer) is a sound designer working in Los Angeles and regionally 
since 2006. Theatre is her life’s great passion, particularly new play development.  She teaches 
Sound Design at California State University, Fullerton.  Seeing her students flourish in their 
chosen field brings her great joy. 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/uafce7rpk22png8/photo_William-Short-065_3600x2400.jpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uafce7rpk22png8/photo_William-Short-065_3600x2400.jpg?dl=0
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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Support 
 
Object of Her Affection was made possible through funding from The Jim Henson Foundation, 
The Center for Cultural Innovation, a Foundation for Contemporary Arts Emergency Grant, and 
The Anna Sosenko Assist Trust, with individual supporters from Hatchfund, Fractured Atlas, and 
Kickstarter, and institutionall support from The Automata Residency Program, the National 
Puppetry Conference at the Eugene O'Neill Theater Center, REDCAT, Impro Theatre, Harvard 
Westlake School, and Los Angeles Performance Practice. 
 

 
Video + Photo credits: Alex Griffin, Automata, Gina Napolitan, Bart Roccoberton, Debra Broz, Eugene O’Neill 
Theater Center, Los Angeles Performance Practice, Marsian De Lellis, Rafael, Hernandez, REDCAT, Steve Gunther, 
Wallace Molina, William Short, clip from: Strange Love: Married to the Eiffel Tower. 
 

Kickstarter 
 
Through Kickstarter the creative team hopes to raise a minimum of $3,000 to addresses urgent, 
necessary artist fees and production costs crucial to the project’s completion. Anything raised 
towards the stretch goal of $10,000 will help increase production value and put the project in a 
better position for future runs and touring possibilities. There are also an array of fun rewards. 
Campaign runs through Friday September 21st, 2018, (Read More)  

http://kck.st/2MYOc1q
http://kck.st/2MYOc1q
https://vimeo.com/19783541
http://kck.st/2MYOc1q
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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Marsian De Lellis, Object of Her Affection (excerpt), Video: REDCAT, Music: Kevin McCloud Incompetech 

 

FAQs  
Answered by creator, Marsian De Lellis 

What is Object Sexuality? 
 
Object sexuality is an emotional, physical, and romantic desire towards inanimate objects that 
could be anything ranging from buildings, bridges, tools, household items, or other structures. 
It's been estimated by some that there are roughly 40 objectum sexuals worldwide. 
 
Wikipedia defines object sexuality (which is sometimes pathologized objectophilia) as: 
 
“a form of sexuality focused on particular inanimate objects. Those individuals with this 
expressed preference may feel strong feelings of attraction, love, and commitment to certain 
items or structures of their fixation. For some, sexual or even close emotional relationships with 
humans are incomprehensible. Some object-sexual individuals also often believe in animism, 
and sense reciprocation based on the belief that objects have souls, intelligence, and feelings, 
and are able to communicate.” (Read more) 

Can I bring my kid? 
 
Probably not. 

https://vimeo.com/278401096/4dcce0c1e3
https://vimeo.com/278401096/4dcce0c1e3
https://vimeo.com/278401096/4dcce0c1e3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Object_sexuality
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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If I can’t bring my kid, who is the intended audience? 
 
The short answer is anyone who has ever experienced love or loss. 
 
The long answer is that I’m reaching out to a core demographic of outcasts. These 
disenfranchised adults have been identified by filmmaker, John Waters, as the “minorities who 
can’t even fit in with their own minorities", but who in spite of everything still have a sense of 
humor. I'm indulging the viewer with sensational almost absurd stories of outsiders made 
relatable through playfulness and insight, to transform the ways in which we view eccentricities. 
 

I’m sorry I won’t be able to make it, could you bring your performance 
to my city? 
 
It depends - How deep are your pockets? Do you have access to resources? If so, let's 
strategize!  If not - no judgement.  I recognize the lovely compliment in your question. Perhaps it 
would be more affordable if you visited LA for the weekend.  You could get an Airbnb or make 
friends with strangers! 

Wait, WTF is a “performing object"? 
 
The World Encyclopedia of Puppetry Arts has defined performing objects (or “object theatre")  
the following way: 
  
“In object theatre the untransformed “thing” is explored, either in itself (to find its inherent 
movement/physical properties) or to use as a character/symbol in a story.”  (more) 

 
OMG - have you seen that youtube video of the lady making love to an 
amusement park ride? 
 
Yes! Totally! That clip is from Agnieszka Piotrowska’s BBC documentary, Strange Love: Married 
to the Eiffel Tower. The documentary profiled lives of objectum sexuals, including Amy Wolfe, 
whose display of affection with “1001 Nacht”, an amusement park ride, initially sparked my 
interest. 
 
Erika Eiffel, another of the documentary’ more outspoken subjects has also appeared on talk 
shows like Tyra and later documentaries like, Animism: People Who Love Objects (where she 
discussed her falling out with the Eiffel Tower and the park service).  where she discusses a 
falling out with the Eiffel Tower (and the park service).  There are also a number of episodes of 
My Strange Addiction that touch upon objectophilia (and related subjects) including a woman 
who marries a ferris wheel and a man who has intimate relations with his car. 

https://wepa.unima.org/en/object-theatre/
https://vimeo.com/19783541
https://vimeo.com/19783541
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waMcoLnaWOY
https://youtu.be/EU7McV5KDz0
https://youtu.be/EU7McV5KDz0
https://youtu.be/EU7McV5KDz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06BFsQ_28Co&t=189s&frags=pl%2Cwn
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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I saw your performance and it triggered me - made me question 
whether I may be an objectum sexual. Can you recommend resources 
for me? 
 
I’m thrilled the performance touched you!  And yes, a good place to start would be Objectum-
Sexuality International, a support website started by the late wife of the Berlin Wall, Eija-Riitta 
Eklöf (1954 - 2015) of North Sweden. 

So is Object of Her Affection like a documentary with puppets based 
on actual people? 
 
Not really.  When I was writing Object of Her Affection, I was really thinking about my life – 
mining my own autobiographical material from a safe distance. Let’s not get into details!  In the 
process I discovered that there was something about merging my own experiences with the 
stories of people who fall in love with skyscrapers and the like, and extrapolating upon them, to 
create a hybrid narrative that seemed to get at a much deeper truth than if I had written about 
either separately. 

Why go through the trouble of making an expensive puppet show 
when you could just do something funny on Snapchat ? 
 
We live in an overly connected world, where there's a collective, growing sense of isolation.  
People are longing for shared authentic experiences.  I'm providing something they can witness 
in real time that's tactile and doesn’t take place in an app. 
 
I’m also hijacking the term, “micro-influencer” – reclaiming it from advertisers and social media 
starlets who short-circuit our brains with a FOMO on behalf of corporations peddling products. 
As an artist who re-contextualizes object and puppet-based performance art, I own “micro-
influencer”. I wield diminutive cardboard objects in intimate settings to activate small audiences 
in subtle ways with big ideas that may not immediately go viral, but are at least contagious. 

How is your work related to Los Angeles? 
 
I've been based in LA for twelve years. I contribute content that grows locally out of pop media 
narratives inflected with my own experiences, which feels at home here in LA.  My work reflects 
LA’s strangeness, its relationship to body culture and the extremities of reality television, 
populated by people seeking love and admiration. Perhaps that’s why as eccentric as my 
subjects are, viewers have reported that they are moved by them and can relate to them.   
 

http://www.objectum-sexuality.org
http://www.objectum-sexuality.org
mailto:george@performancepractice.org
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Who was it that said “In the future, everything will be a disorder for 15 
seconds”? 
 
That was actually me! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High Resolution Images + Video 
Download High Resolution images + Video here 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/025qwdg6ihpnpwo/AAAJPzZY8mmyuRfjCMHl4NEga?dl=0
mailto:george@performancepractice.org

